
Strengthen Kentucky’s statewide response to child sexual abuse.
Continue working with law enforcement and key partners to improve
Kentucky’s laws around grooming and sextortion ensuring the                                
prevention, investigation, prosecution and survivor-support response        
to these crimes in Kentucky become a benchmark by which all other    
states are measured. 
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Advance Phase II of the Upstream Academy.
Secure funding for the second phase of this groundbreaking,                                                                           
first-in-the-nation model that equips every Kentucky                                                                                          
community with tools to prevent abuse before it happens.

Modernize Guardian Ad Litem (GAL) statutes.
Update Kentucky’s GAL laws to reflect best practices and ensure every child receives high-
quality, child-centered representation focused on safety, stability, and long-term wellbeing.

Address Kentucky’s family housing crisis.
Work with partners to address the critical shortage of safe, affordable, accessible housing for
families. 

Strengthen Kentucky’s childcare infrastructure.
Support the work of the Childcare Collaborative and pursue policies that stabilize providers,
strengthen the workforce, and ensure every family can access high-quality care.

Advance family supports that reduce stress and strengthen stability.
Collaborate with partners to improve access to food, equitable and high-quality education,
broadband connectivity, and other essential resources that help families stay strong.

Confront the alarming rise in child ingestion-related fatalities and near-fatalities.
Work with health, public safety, and community partners to identify solutions that prevent
accidental and intentional ingestions and protect Kentucky’s youngest children.

2026 PUBLIC POLICY AGENDA
All children and families deserve to live a purposeful and happy life with hope for the future.  A child’s early
experiences impact them throughout life – both positively and negatively.  When families face an overload
of stress, it can hamper their ability to provide the supportive relationships and environments children
need to prosper.  When families have what they need, when they need it, without stigma, children can
thrive.  Our Public Policy Agenda serves to promote the policies and regulations we feel will help move
Kentucky’s families and children forward. 
STATE PRIORITIES 

Support the work of the Judicial Mental Health Commission.
Bolster the Commission’s efforts and champion recommendations that improve how Kentucky’s
courts, mental health systems, and child welfare systems work together.

Promote specialized training for animal control officers.
Advance legislation requiring animal control officers to complete comprehensive, evidence-
informed training on recognizing and reporting child abuse and neglect, leveraging their unique
position as frontline observers in homes.
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Hold AI-enabled child predators fully accountable. 
Support the ENFORCE Act, which ensures that individuals who use
generative AI to create or distribute child sexual abuse material (CSAM)
face the same penalties as perpetrators who produce or traffic       
traditional CSAM. Technology should never be a loophole.
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Establish a national Children’s Commission to elevate kids’ 
voices.
Support the Child Safety and Well-Being Act which would 
establish a 15-member Children’s Commission, empowered to 
represent the needs of children, especially marginalized youth, and require federal agencies to
provide the information needed to improve child safety, stability, and wellbeing.

Sustain critical Community-Based Child Abuse Prevention (CBCAP) funding.
CBCAP grants strengthen families, reduce the need for child welfare involvement, and build
healthy, thriving communities. With child maltreatment costing the nation $220 million every day,
maintaining this federal investment is essential.
Funding Request: Level fund CBCAP at $70.66 million (HHS/ACF). 

Invest in preventing Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs). 
ACEs dramatically increase the risk of chronic disease, mental illness, and substance misuse
throughout life, but they are preventable. Prevention strategies implemented before trauma
occurs save lives, reduce long-term treatment costs, and improve outcomes for children and
families. With only 12 grantees funded in 2023, far more support is needed.
Funding Request: Level fund ACEs initiatives at $9 million (HHS).

Expand investment in Child Sexual Abuse (CSA) Prevention.
Extensive research CSA leads to lifelong physical, mental, and economic harm, costing the nation
an estimated $9.3 billion over a victim’s lifetime. Yet federal funding focuses overwhelmingly on
response and treatment, not prevention. We must invest in evidence-based strategies that stop
sexual abuse before it occurs.
Funding Request: Level fund CSA prevention at $3 million (HHS).

Protect children online through the App Store Accountability Act.
Support S.1586, which requires app stores to verify user ages, establish clear age categories, and
obtain parental consent for minors’ accounts, downloads, and purchases. This legislation ensures
that digital platforms share responsibility for safeguarding children in online environments.
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